VILLAGE ADOPTS 2009 TAX
RATE AT $5.08 WITH NO TAX
INCREASE; BUDGET SET TO
RISE ONLY 0.56% IN 2010

On November 30", the Village Board adopted the
2010 Operating Budget of $7,581,150, which is a
0.56% increase from 2009. The Villages tax rate
was set at $5.08, which is the same as the previous
year s tax rate. Therefore, the Village share of taxes
paid on a $150,000 assessed value home on the
2009 tax bill will remain unchanged at $762.

VILLAGE OF WESTON
Operating Budget Summary General Fund
2009 - 2010

2009 2010 %
BUDGET CATEGORY Budget Budget Change
General Government $902,570 $874,760 - 3.08%
Public Safety 3,666,990 3,685,560 + 0.51%

Public Works 2,395,290 2,459,460 + 2.68%
Health/Human Services 2,500 2,000 -20.00%
Culture & Recreation 337,390 300,510 -10.93%
Conservation & Develop. 205,160 208,860 +1.80%
Miscellaneous 29,150 50,000 +71.53%
TOTAL OPERATING

BUDGET $7,539,050 $7,581,150 +0.56%

Village of Weston - 2010 Operating Budget
(Allocated by Budget Category)
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2010
FUND TYPES Budget
General Fund $7,581,150
Debt Service Fund 6,756,314
Special Revenue Funds 11,434,622
Capital Projects Funds 4,211,195
Internal Service Fund 1,053,800
Enterprise/Utility Funds 4,883,074

TOTAL VILLAGE BUDGET  $35,920,155

Total Capital Improvements

Program Budget $4,803,445

WESTON TAX RATE REMAINS
$3-$5 BELOW WAUSAU,
SCHOFIELD, & ROTHSCHILD

After the adoption of the 2010 budget, the Village of
Westons 2009 assessed tax rate was set at
$20.42, as compared to the assessed tax rate for
the City of Wausau at $23.77 (in the DCE School
District) or at $24.67 (in the Wausau School
District). In addition, the tax rates for Rothschild
($25.37) and Schofield ($25.45) are even higher
than the City of Wausau. This means that the
Village of Westons tax rate as a full-service
community remains $3 - $5 below the tax rate for
other Metro area residents. The assessed values
are used to calculate the tax rates and the tax bills
for each community.

A $150,000 assessed value home in Weston would
be billed $3,063 for property taxes, while a
$150,000 assessed value home in Wausau would
be billed as much as $3,701 for taxes. This is a
savings of $638 annually for our Weston taxpayers,
when compared to most Wausau taxpayers.

The 2009 rankings for the local Wausau metro area
communities are shown below, ranked by the 2009
combined assessed tax rate (from lowest to
highest):

2009 PROPERTY TAX RATES

Assessed Equalized

2009 2009 2009
Local Combined Combined

MUNICIPALITY NAME Rate Rate Rate
Town of Weston (D) $0.45  $15.85 $15.72
Village of Kronenwetter (M) $3.39  $18.64 $18.09
Village of Kronenwetter (D) $3.39 $19.25 $18.68
Town of Rib Mountain (W)  $3.06  $20.09 $18.88

Village of Weston (D) $5.08  $20.42 $20.62
City of Mosinee (M) $6.42  $23.46 $20.34
City of Wausau (D) $8.41  $23.77 $23.63
City of Wausau (W) $8.41 $24.67 $24.53
village of Rothschild (D) ~ $7.24  $25.37  $21.57
City of Schofield (D) $7.68  $25.45 $21.91

(D) - DC Everest School District (M) - Mosinee School District
(W) - Wausau School District

A summary of the Village s local assessed tax rates
for the period of 1999-2009 is shown below:

Village of Weston Assessed Tax Rates/Levy Years:

1999 and 2000 ___$4.91 2005 $5.70
2001 . $5.02 2006 $6.07
2002 and 2003 ___$5.21 2007 $4.91

2004 $5.45

Of course, the level of service in the various metro
communities is not the same. Not all communities
provide mass transit service, 24/7 Fire/[EMS service
(instead of 100% volunteer crews), or 24/7 police
protection service with a detective bureau. Because
all communities are not assessed at the same % as
each other, the equalized tax rate is used to
compare municipalities by converting their property
values to 100% full market value per State statutes.
This fact results in the Village of Weston s equalized
tax rate to be $20.62 as compared to
Rothschild/Schofield/Wausau in the $21.57-$24.53
range when all communities are valued at 100%.




TOWN OF WESTON
NEWS

Milton Olsen, Chairmen

2009 PROPERTY TAXES

Town of Weston residents will receive their tax bills
in the mail this month. The preferred method of
payment is by mail using the envelope provided with
your tax statement. Four in-person collection times
at the Town office, 5209 Mesker Street, have been
scheduled. The dates and times are as follows:

@ Wednesday, December 23", 10:00 AM -
1:00 PM

Tuesday, December 29", 4:30 - 7:00 PM
Thursday, December 31", 10:00 AM —
1:00 PM

Saturday, January 30", 10:00AM — 1:00
PM

® e

Any refunds due from overpayment of escrow
checks will be processed and mailed in a timely
manner to taxpayers along with your receipt. If you
have any questions regarding your tax bill please
call the Town Treasurer at (715) 241- 8209.

2010 TOWN BUDGET

At a special meeting of the electors on November
24, the Town passed the 2010 budget of $470,489.
The Town of Weston’s local tax levy was set at
$0.45306 per $1,000.00 of assessed value and the
Town’s total 2010 highway expenditures was
approved pursuant to Sec. 82.03(4) of Wis. Statutes
in the amount of $127,800. This is a $40,000
increase in highway expenditures over 2009 budget.

TOWN SUPERVISOR SEATS OPEN IN
APRIL ELECTION

Two supervisory seats on the Town of Weston
Board are up for election in the April 6, 2010 Spring
Election. The term for these two offices is two years
beginning on Tuesday, April 13. Any Town resident
interested in appearing on the ballot can obtain
nomination papers from the Town Clerk, Joan
Erdman. The first day to circulate nomination
papers is December 1, 2009. Nomination papers
are due back to the Clerk by 5:00 PM on January 5"
2010. If you have any questions please call the
Clerk at 359-9031 (home) or 241-8209 (Town
Office).

BEST WISHES FOR A SAFE AND
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON TO ALL FROM THE
TOWN OF WESTON CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS AND CLERK/TREASURER!

2010 ROAD PROJECTS
The Town applied for and received a Local Road
Improvement Project grant for $25,000 to be used
next year. The roads that will be black topped in
2010 will be East. Gusman, Gavitt, and Skrzypchak
Lane. When doing the town road ratings for the DOT
which is done every two years,
we discovered several roads that
are in need of repairs. We will be
increasing our highway
expenditures in the next few
years to get all our roads in good
repair.

HUNTING IN THE TOWN

| had several calls this past month about where
people could hunt with a gun in the Town. In 2005
we had an ad hoc committee look into putting some
hunting restrictions in the populated areas of the
Town. They decided at the time that no restrictions
were needed. If you have an opinion on hunting
restrictions such as bow hunting only in some places
in the Town, please notify me by calling the town
office at 241-8209 or email me at
kamolson@verizon.net

GARBAGE & RECYCLING FEES IN 2010
The cost of collecting garbage and recycling for next
year will be increasing by $11 per year for both
Town and Village residents. The new rates will be:

45 gal container $112.76
90 gal container $126.08

This includes garbage and recycling for the year. We
want to remind you that burn barrels are not allowed,
and they are also unhealthy, un-neighborly,
unnecessary, and illegal. We would Ilike to
encourage you to use the recycling and garbage
collection.

NEWS YOU CAN USE

“THE JIM” PROVIDES A SAFE
RIDE HOME

Weston’s local watering hole, The Jim, provides
safe rides home to patrons who may have had a
litle too much holiday cheer. Located at 3012
Schofield Avenue, The Jim has a shuttle that makes
regular trips during the evening to insure that
customers get home safely. Thank you, Jim Fust for
keeping our roads safe.

Weston’s other taverns participate in the Marathon
County Tarvern League’s safe ride program — so
please Don’t Drink and Drive!



2010 CAT & DOG LICENSES
NOW AVAILABLE

2010 Dog and Cat Licenses are now available for
purchase. Chapter 10 of the Village of Weston's
Municipal Code requires that all cats and dogs must
be licensed by the time they become four (4) months
of age or within 30 days of an owner obtaining the
animal. Late license fees
will be charged for those
failing to obtain a license
by April 1 of each year or
within 30 days of taking
ownership of the animal.

Before a license can be issued, you must furnish a
rabies vaccination certificate to show proof of
vaccination against rabies. A fine of $290 may be
imposed for failure to have your dog or cat licensed
and vaccinated. The applications were included in
your tax bill statements. You may also obtain copies
of the applications on the Village's website or by
stopping by the Municipal Center.

You may return your license

application in person or with

payment by mail to the Village of

Weston, 5500 Schofield Avenue, P

Weston, WI 54476.

Annual license fees for renewals (through March
31%") and new licenses are as follows:

Annual License

Fees
Cats — spayed/neutered $5 per year
Cats — $15 per year
unspayed/unneutered
Dogs — spayed/neutered $10 per year
Dogs — $15 per year
unspayed/unneutered

Annual license fees for renewals (beginning
April 1*) are as follows:

Annual License
Fees
$15 per year

Cats — spayed/neutered

Cats — $45 per year
unspayed/unneutered

Dogs — spayed/neutered $30 per year

Dogs — $45 per year
unspayed/unneutered

Please note that there are restrictions to the number
of dogs and cats allowed per property based on the
property’s zoning district. ~ Single family zoning
districts are allowed to license 4 cats and 3 dogs per
address.

SIDEWALK SNOW REMOVAL
POLICY

Winter maintenance is not limited to the Village
roadways; sidewalk snow-clearing also plays a key
role. According to Sec. 70.112 of the Village Code
of Ordinances, snow and ice removal from sidewalks
is the responsibility of property owners of a building
or lot within 48 hours after snow fall ceases.

The Village will be responsible for clearing
sidewalks, walkways, driveways, and parking lots
around Village-owned and maintained buildings and
properties. The Village will also be responsible for
clearing the sidewalks of the three major 4-lane
arterials (main thoroughfares) that run through the
Village: Camp Phillips Road, Business Highway 51,
and Schofield Avenue; the east side of Birch Street
between Mount View Avenue and Sternberg Avenue
(due to the lack of a boulevard on the east side of
the street), the Ross Avenue Round-a-bout
sidewalks and all multi-use paths within the Village.

All other sidewalks of the Village, not listed above,
will be the responsibility of the property owners of a
building or lot. Failure to remove snow or ice within
the allotted time specified in the ordinance will result
in issuance of a citation for ordinance violation which
carries with it a $75 fine and, the Village without
further notice may clear the said sidewalk at the
expense of the property owner. The costs incurred
by the Village in clearing the sidewalk will then be
charged to the responsible property owner. Failure
to pay these special charges by the due date will
result in these charges being added to the tax bill for
the premises and collected as other taxes on real
estate.

GET ONLINE WITH
TWITTER, -
FACEBOOK &

RSS NEWS FEEDS

Stay in touch electronically with

all the Village of Weston current events, meeting
notices and blogs by subscribing to Village of
Weston, Wisconsin  Facebook Fan  Page,
http://twitter.com/VoWeston and RSS news feeds. A
number of Weston Businesses, such as Buffalo
Wings & Rings, Wiggly Field & lozzo’'s also have
Facebook Fan Pages and we have links to theirs
and others local pages under our “Favorite Pages”.
Go to the bottom of the home page on the Village’s
website at www.westonwisconsin.org and join one or
all of the social media network tools today.



http://twitter.com/VoWeston
http://www.westonwisconsin.org/

RECYCLING NEWS

Beginning Sept. 1, 2009, Wisconsin's
electronics law banned household
electronics, including computers,
TVs, desktop printers and other
covered materials from Wisconsin
landfills and incinerators.

When Wisconsin’s new Electronic law (also referred
to as the E-waste law) goes into effect January 1,
2010, manufacturers will be responsible for
collecting and recycling covered electronics from
households and K-12 public schools.

This new law is a “Product Stewardship” approach
that requires manufacturers of certain consumer
electronics to assume financial responsibility for the
collection and recycling of used electronics. In the
past waste electronics or e-waste has been
collected on a voluntary basis from residents by
many municipalities. The new law shifts the recycling
burden from local units of government to retailers
and manufactures based upon the weight of
consumer electronic devices sold in Wisconsin.

What does this new law do? It prohibits the disposal
of various electronic devices such as: computers,
computer monitors, printers, televisions, VCRs, DVD
players, and telephones with video displays and
requires manufacturers to collect or contract with
others to collect eligible electronic devices (EEDS)
from households and K-12 public schools.

What does this mean for you, the consumer? Once
Wisconsin's electronics recycling law is fully
implemented, you will be able to recycle electronics
conveniently throughout the state. Once the law is in
place, the DNR will provide lists of recyclers and
collectors registered under the state's e-cycling
program
(http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/ewaste/index.
html). Until then, the following suggestions will help
you find a recycler in your area:

e Ask your retailer or product manufacturer if
they will take back your electronics for
recycling. There are a growing number of
these programs, though the types and
brands of equipment they will accept vary.
For example, Best Buy has a program
where they will allow you to bring in 2
electronic items per day. There is a
$10/item charge but in return they give you a
$10 gift card to Best Buy.

e myGreenElectronics.org is a site from the
Consumer Electronics Association that
allows consumers to search for electronics
recyclers by location and product type.

FEMA FLOODPLAIN MAPPING
UPDATE

The Village has received word that we should be
receiving the Letter of Final Determination (LFD)
from (Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) on or around January 22, 2010. The LFD
finalizes the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMSs)
and the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and begins the
6-month FIRM adoption and National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) participation process.
The Village should be receiving the hard copy FIRM
maps in March or April 2010 and will then begin the
public hearing process to adopt and therefore
maintain our NFIP status. This is important because
if the Village does not participate or is suspended
from NFIP, all existing flood insurance policies held
within the Village would lapse and residents could
not obtain new flood insurance policies, federal
grants, loans or disaster assistance in the event of a
flood.

The Village expects to adopt the new FIRMs and
FIS in spring 2010 following receipt of the new hard
copy maps. Please watch future editions of the
Focus newsletter or the weekly Weston Wire E-
newsletter
(http://www.westonwisconsin.org/news_events/west
onwire.php) for Public Hearing details.

GEARING UP FOR
CENSUS DAY —
EB?BS APRIL 1, 2010

NOW HIRING - The U.S. Census Bureau is
recruiting temporary, part-time census takers for the
2010 Census. These short-term jobs offer good pay,
flexible hours, paid training, and reimbursement for
authorized work-related expenses, such as mileage
incurred while conducting census work. Best of all,
census takers work right in their own communities.
Census taker jobs are excellent for people who want
to work part-time, those who are between jobs, or
just about anyone who wants to earn extra money
while performing an important service for their
community. For more information call 1-866-861-
2010 or visit the Census Jobs webpage at
http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/.

CUnited States

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR CENSUS FORM
& CHECK VILLAGE OF WESTON on your Census
form when you receive it in the mail this March. Not
doing so can hurt the Village because federal dollars
are distributed based on the population counts for
services like education, transportation, health care
and job training. The data collected also determines
the number of seats Wisconsin receives in the U.S.
House of Representatives.


http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/ewaste/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/ewaste/index.html
http://www.westonwisconsin.org/news_events/westonwire.php
http://www.westonwisconsin.org/news_events/westonwire.php
http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/

LIFEGUARD, MAINTENANCE
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

The Village of Weston is now accepting applications
for lifeguards, W.S.l. Certified lifeguards, Head
lifeguards, front desk workers and maintenance
workers for the 2010 season at the Weston Aquatic
Center. These seasonal positions will run from
approximately June 1 through August 31, 2010. If
interested in any of these positions, please pick up
an application Monday through Friday between the
hours of 7:30 and 5:00 at the Weston Municipal
Center, 5500 Schofield Ave. Weston, WI. 54476.
Applications are also available online at
www.westonwisconsin.org. Applications for lifeguard
positions should be returned by March 12, 2010 with
testing for new employees scheduled to take place
on Saturday, March 20, 2010. Applications for all
other positions will be accepted till opening of
Aquatic Center.

The Weston Park Department will also be accepting
applications for maintenance positions for the
summer of 2010. Please contact the Weston Park
Department for more info at (715) 359-9988 or
sosterbrink@westonwisconsin.org with questions
concerning all of the above positions.

ICE RINK HOURS

The Village of Weston ice rinks will
open for the season on Friday,
December 18 The Village has rinks
located at Weston Elementary
~ School and Kennedy Park. Rink
= hours are 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. and 6:00
to 9:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and School
Holidays and Monday through Friday from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m. All rinks will be closed in the evening on
Christmas Eve and New Years Eve and all day on
Christmas.

AQUATIC CENTER GIFT
CERTIFICATES

There is still time to purchase Aquatic Center Gift
Certificates before Christmas. These gift certificates
make great Christmas presents and can be used
towards the purchase of any pass or daily admission
available at the Aquatic Center throughout the 2010
season. Remember a brand new thrill slide will
debut in the summer of 2010.

JAEGER RECEIVES AWARD

i

Village Trustee Sharon Jaeger (center) was awarded the WI Park
& Recreation Association Elected Official of the Year Award at the
December 7", Village Board Meeting. She is joined by Park &
Rec Superintendent Shawn Osterbrink (left) and the WPRA rep.

SMITH WATERFOWL REFUGE
SITE ALMOST COMPLETE

Work is almost complete on the Dale E. Smith
Waterfowl Refuge located adjacent to Business Park
South. The 40 acre wetland complex is home to
ducks, geese, owls and Sand Hill cranes. The site
was named for Dale E. Smith who previously owned
the land. The Village has constructed two picnic
shelters (with access off Progress Way) and an
observation tower for taxpayers to enjoy the site
which will open in April of 2010.

TAXPAYER QUESTIONS OF
THE MONTH

Should the Village of Weston Use Farmer’s
Market Park for: (Check One)

( ) Antique Car Show
( ) Food Cook-Offs
( ) Flea Markets

( ) Concerts
( ) Other

Should the Village of Weston continue Weston
Fest?

( )Yes ( )No
Vote at 241-2600 or e-mail your response to:

dzuleger@westonwisconsin.org or mail to TQOM,
5500 Schofield Ave., Weston, WI 54476
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WESTON WI 54476
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2010 RECYCLING PICK-UP SCHEDULE

For further information, contact the Village of Weston at (715) 359-6114 or
visit our website: www.westonwisconsin.org
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VILLAGE OF WESTON RECYCLING PROGRAM-2010

RECYCLABLES ARE TO BE SET OUT WITH THE REFUSE AND WILL BE PICKED UP ON
THE SAME DAY AS REFUSE-ON ALTERNATING WEEKS. THE SHADED WEEKS INDI-
CATE THE “Pick-UP WEEK” FOR YOUR AREA.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT CERTAIN HOLIDAYS WILL EFFECT THE REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE.
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT THE VILLAGE OFFICE AT (715) 359-6114 OR

VISIT THE VILLAGE WEBSITE: WWW.WESTONWISCONSIN.ORG.




Village of Weston Recycling Guide

Please place your recycling bins next to your mailbox and away from your waste container. This will
help our automated waste collection truck avoid damaging your recycling containers and your
mailbox. We suggest you put your waste container in your driveway, in line with the back of your
mailbox, so that it is off the road, but on the opposite side that your mailbox is on. If your mailbox is
on the right side of your driveway, then put your waste container on the left side of your driveway.
Please see the Village's website at http://www.westonwisconsin.org/utilities/garbage.php to see
standard drawings for the refuse container placement.

CONTAINER FOR “CO-MINGLE “ (Any color bin)

#1 PLASTICS Rinse and remove caps and rings. (Look at bottom of container for number
&5). No Kkitty litter or ice cream pails, motor oil, or pesticide bottles!

#2 PLASTICS These plastics include milk jugs & detergent bottles. Rinse and remove
caps and rings. (Look at bottom of container for number L”‘—‘»).

GLASS Any color glass. Only bottles and jars. Rinse and remove cap and metal
rings. DO NOT BREAK GLASS!! NO CERAMICS, DISHES, OR
WINDOW/MIRROR GLASS!!!

ALUMINUM CANS Do not crush cans. No pie pans, aluminum foil or scrap aluminum!

TIN/BI-METAL CANS Rinse cans, keep lid inside, and pinch top. Labels may stay on cans.

CONTAINER FOR PAPER PRODUCTS/FIBERS

CORRUGATED CARDBOARD Look for the “wavy” middle! Flatten boxes. They do not need to be tied.
OFFICE PAPER, NEWSPAPER Place in a paper bag and then place next to cardboard, this includes paper.
MAGAZINES — MIX PAPERS Egg cartons, junk mail, non-metallic wrapping paper, pizza boxes (clean of

food debris), cereal boxes, soda/beer cartons, newspapers, books, etc.

SPECIAL WASTE-RECYCLING

USED MOTOR OIL Motor oil should be left curbside on your scheduled recycling day in a
plastic container with lid. (milk jug with lid!)
BATTERIES Lead acid batteries. (car, lawnmower, motorcycle, etc.)
CONTACT NAME PHONE # ITEMS

Veolia Environmental Services | 359-2317 | Overflow Recycling Materials — Located on Fuller Street

Veolia Environmental Services | 359-6637 | Tires, Appliances, Furniture, Computers, Computer Monitors,
Keyboards, Televisions, Compact Lamps, Fluorescent Light
Bulbs, Batteries of All Types **Call for Fees and/or Pick Up**

Marathon County Hazardous 261-1900 | Lead Based Paint (Hazardous), Anti-freeze, Chemicals, Medical

Waste (301 Alderson) Needles, Etc. — Closed Jan., Feb., & March
*Computers Accepted During The Annual September Computer Drive

Battery Mart 359-9019 | Will Accept All Batteries at No Charge

Styrene Products 359-6600 | Styrofoam, Clean Styrene Products, White Expanded EPS, Soft
Foams

Weston Pick’'n Save 359-9123 | Plastic Shopping Bags (with any brand/store name)

Target Department Store 355-4494 | Nicad & Rechargeable Batteries/Take To Electronics Dept.

Village Yard Waste 359-6114 | Grass Clippings, Leaves, Needles, & Brush less than 6"
Diameter

Yaeger Auto Salvage 359-3606 | Tires, Appliances, Office Equipment, Computers, Metal ltems,
TV, etc.

If you have any questions, please contact
Village of Weston (715) 359-6114 or Veolia Environmental Services (715) 359-6637



