
SNOWFALL PUMMELLS 

WESTON; WINTER COSTS  

45% HIGHER IN 2008 

 

A nine-year high snowfall accumulation has caused 

the Village of Weston to expend 40% on winter 

street maintenance versus this same time last year. 

To date the Village of Weston has spent $131,424 in 

winter maintenance costs since the beginning of the 

year. Costs include wages & fringe benefits, plow 

blades, salt and vehicle use. 

 

“To date we have experienced fifteen significant 

events with snow accumulations of 2” or more. This 

compares to only seven events in the winter of 

2006-2007. Our increased costs this year include 

more time spent in road widening, snow blowing, 

scraping due to below zero temperatures, snow 

storage and keeping inlets and fire hydrants clear,” 

said Trustee Jon Ziegler, Chairman of the Public 

Works & Utilities Committee. 

 

Village crews have worked over 400 hours of 

overtime since the beginning of the year and have 

used over 1100 cubic yards of salt to keep Weston’s 

roads clear.  In addition, over $10,000 of plow 

blades have been used this winter. An average plow 

blade use is in the $6,000 range.  

 

“The good news is that we had a better than 

expected budget surplus (+$60,000) in 2007 that 

should offset the increase in winter maintenance. 

We will not have to use our rainy day fund or 

postpone any of our scheduled summer projects,” 

said Finance Committee Chairman Barb Ermeling. 

 

The Everest Metro Police Department reports that 

while snow events have increased, the number of 

automobile crashes are down over previous years. 

 

“Residents can really help in the snow removal and 

traffic safety issues of winter if they remember to 

slow down and look carefully at intersections, refrain 

from parking on the street during snow events to 

give plows a clear path, and stay a safe distance 

behind snow plows. It is all a matter of common 

sense,” reports Chief Dan Vergin. 

 

Coach & Mrs. Wayne Steffenhagen, EMPD Chief & Mrs. Dan 

Vergin and Mr. & Mrs. David Cha served as spokespersons for 

the Everest Men Respect campaign (Photo Donated by The Studio) 

 

“EVEREST MEN RESPECT” 

CAMPAIGN GAINS SUPPORT 

 

“After thirty years in law enforcement, enough is 

enough” – EMPD Police Chief Dan Vergin. 

 

These words marked the St. Valentine’s day kick-off 

of the Everest Men Respect campaign aimed at 

curbing domestic violence in our community. The 

campaign is the collaboration between the Village of 

Weston, the D.C. Everest School District, the 

Everest Metro Police Department, area churches, 

the Women’s Community and the Marathon County 

District Attorney’s Office. 

 

In the coming months, taxpayers will be asked to be 

involved in a petition drive, churches will provide 

counseling, Hmong leaders will be training on 

gender respect, K-12 students will be taught on 

respect within families and Everest Metro Police will 

be stepping up intervention and enforcement within 

troubled homes. The campaign has also been 

embraced by the DCE Senior High Student Council 

which has started an awareness campaign and is 

raising supplies and funds for the women’s shelter. 

 

“The Everest Men Respect campaign is incredible in 

that it is the first time in my career where the effort 

against domestic abuse has been led by men in the 

community,” said Jane Graham-Jennings of the 

Women’s Community.  
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	VILLAGE RECEIVES AWARD FOR 2006 FINANCIAL REPORT   
	SUCCESSFUL TAX SEASON WITH ASSISTANCE FROM     12 FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
	WESTON TAX RATE REMAINS $2-$3 BELOW CITY OF WAUSAU   
	The 2007 rankings for the local Wausau metro area communities are shown below, ranked by the 2007 combined assessed tax rate (from lowest to highest):
	2007 PROPERTY TAX RATES
	      Assessed  Equalized
	 2007    2007 2007
	 Local Combined Combined
	MUNICIPALITY NAME Rate    Rate Rate
	Village of Kronenwetter (M) $3.20 $17.91 $17.51
	Village of Kronenwetter (D) $3.20 $19.21 $18.78
	Town of Rib Mountain (W) $3.00 $19.68 $18.21
	Village of Weston (D) $4.91 $19.87 $20.62
	City of Wausau (D) $8.18 $22.02 $22.81
	Town of Weston (D) $0.64 $22.16 $15.93
	City of Mosinee (M) $6.35 $22.80 $19.59
	City of Wausau (W) $8.18 $23.21 $24.05
	City of Schofield (D) $7.22 $24.52 $21.71
	Village of Rothschild (D) $6.92 $25.56 $21.31
	(D) -  DC Everest School District    (M)  - Mosinee School District 
	(W) -  Wausau School District
	Of course, the level of service in the various metro communities is not the same.  Not all communities provide mass transit service, 24/7 Fire/EMS service (instead of 100% volunteer crews), or 24/7 police protection service with a detective bureau.  
	Because all communities are not assessed at the same % as each other, the equalized tax rate is used to compare municipalities by converting their property values to 100% full market value per State regulations.  This results in the Village of Weston’s equalized tax rate to be $20.62 as compared to Rothschild/Schofield/Wausau in the $21.31-$24.05 range when all communities are valued at 100%.
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