 VILLAGE OF WESTON

BOARD OF REVIEW MINUTES

5500 SCHOFIELD AVENUE

WESTON, WI 54476

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2007

I. 
CALL TO ORDER
President Machmueller called the Board of Review meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Trustees present were Maloney, White and Schuster. Jaeger, Ermeling and Ziegler were absent and excused. Administrator Zuleger and Finance Director Jacobs were also present.   

II. 
SWEARING IN OF ASSESSOR

Clerk Weinkauf swore in Assessor Greg Schmidt. 

Schmidt reviewed the 2007 statement of real estate assessments. The total real estate for all tax classes is $926,374,300; total personal property is $24,959,380 for a grand total of $951,333,680. He also stated he spoke with 147 property owners regarding their assessment during open book. There was a short discussion regarding commercial property in the Village and land sales on Schofield Avenue.

III. 
HEAR OBJECTIONS

A. Melvin Neuman

Weinkauf swore in Melvin Anthony Neuman, 4002 Sternberg Avenue. Mr. Neuman feels there is preferential treatment of expensive houses. He made reference to purchasing a used car. His point is that there is a relationship between a new house and an old house. He said the old value used in 2006 was multiplied by 2.222, which is a 10.5 increase per year. He also said the cost of the land is doubling every seven years. He said this is ridiculous. He reviewed some of his comparables. Schmidt said Mr. Neuman’s 1999 land value was $20,700 and the improvement value was $71,300.  The new land value is $46,100 and the improvements are $82,600. Mr. Neuman feels the property owners that are penalized are the ones with big lots and moderate houses. He figures his taxes will increase $334.00. Maloney feels Mr. Neuman’s property is worth $128,000 if not more. Machmueller stated some of the tax bills could go up and some might come down. Maloney said the $128,000 is a fair number for Mr. Neuman’s home. He also indicated the Board of Review would make a decision on the assessment of his home and not the entire community. Schuster asked Mr. Neuman if he felt his house was worth $128,000. He said it might be. Schmidt reviewed the assessment record for Mr. Neuman’s property. 

B. 
Terry Hintz

Mr. Hintz cancelled his appointment. 

C. 
Pat Pergolski

Weinkauf swore in Pat and Patricia Pergolski, 5406 DJ Lane. Mr. Pergolski said a 300 percent increase on his property value is uncalled for. He reviewed some of his own comparables. Schmidt said the 1999 land assessment was $37,400 and the improvements were $218,700. The current assessed value for the land is $112,700 and the improvements are $251,300.  He reviewed the assessment card information and comparables. Mrs. Pergolski reviewed some of her comparables. She said residents should not be punished because someone pays too much for land. Maloney feels there home is worth $364,000. Schmidt reviewed recent land sales on comparable homes. There was also a short discussion on Mr. Gilbertson’s property value. Mr. Pergolski asked the Board to do the fair thing and compromise. 

D. 
Doug Radloff

Weinkauf swore in Mary Sikonia, Edland Appraisals and Douglas Radloff. Mrs. Sikonia read a letter addressed to the Board dated October 9, 2007. They are contesting 4 properties located at 5507 and 5613 Schofield Avenue, 5908 Hilgemann Street and 5406 Fuller Street. Schmidt stated the land value for 5507 Schofield Avenue is $250,600 and the improvement value is $152,900, the land value for 5613 Schofield Avenue is $199,400 and the improvement value is $120,300.  He also reviewed some of his comparables. Zuleger asked Mrs. Sikonia if she was aware the Village received a $606,500 grant from the State to build the Business Park. He pointed out the Village has not lost any money on land sales in the Business Park. Zuleger said Mrs. Sikonia has a point that every TIF district creates an economic obsolescence. Mr. Radloff asked how much the Village is charging per acre in the Business Park. Zuleger said $30,000 an acre. Mr. Radloff was shocked by his increase. Schmidt explained the revaluation process. There was some discussion regarding the Fastenal property. There was a short discussion regarding the obsolescence issue. Mr. Radloff asked if there was any land available in the Business Park. Zuleger said yes. He also reviewed the grant matrix. Mr. Radloff asked the Board to review Mrs. Sikonia’s appraisal information. Mrs. Sikonia said the percent of increase is not consistent among all Mr. Radloff’s properties and the increases are so high. There was some discussion on how Mrs. Sikonia factored obsolescence in her appraisals. 

E. 
Dave LaPorte

Weinkauf swore in David LaPorte, 10003 Woodland Drive. He indicated he was not objecting to the lot with his house on it, just the five-acre vacant lot. He said the land was assessed at $45,500 and increased to 136,500. He feels this is an extreme increase for one year. He reviewed some of his comparables on land sales between 3 and 7 acres. He stated he has two 5-acre parcels, one with his house on. Mr. LaPorte thought the $136,500 assessment was just for the vacant lot. Schmidt indicated that both properties were combined into one in 2006. Schmidt reviewed the assessment information for the LaPorte’s home. He also reviewed some comparables. Maloney asked Mr. LaPorte what he thinks his property is worth.  Mr. LaPorte said maybe $400,000. 

IV. 
DISCUSS OBJECTIONS

V.
ACTION ON OBJECTIONS

*M/S/P Maloney/Schuster: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Melvin Neuman’s property at 4002 Sternberg Avenue. 

*M/S/P Maloney/White: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Patrick and Patricia Pergolski’s property at 5406 DJ Lane. 

*M/S/P Maloney/Schuster: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Doug Radloff’s property at 5507 Schofield Avenue. 

*M/S/P Schuster/White: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Doug Radloff’s property at 5613 Schofield Avenue. 

*M/S/P Schuster/Maloney: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Doug Radloff’s property at 5406 Fuller Street. 

*M/S/P Maloney/White: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on Doug Radloff’s property at 5908 Hilgemann Street. 

*M/S/P Schuster/White: moved to accept the current Assessor’s assessment rate on David and Lori LaPorte’s property at 10003 Woodland Drive. 

VI.
DISCUSSION OF 2008 REVALUATION AND COMMERCIAL LAND PRICES

There was a short discussion on TIF’s forcing obsolescence and Business Park land availability.

VII. 
ADJOURN

*M/S/P Maloney/Schuster: to adjourn the Board of Review at 7:02 p.m. 

Respectfully,

Sherry Weinkauf

Village Clerk

